Soon after the start of microbiology proficiency testing in Ontario, it became clear that part of the problem in assessing laboratory performance arose from the use of widely differing systems of bacterial taxonomy and nomenclature by the participating laboratories. Not only did adjacent laboratories use varying nomenclature for the same organism, but it was obvious that some laboratories used inconsistent terminology for the same organism on different occasions. A primary concern was the effect of these inconsistencies on the monitoring of microbiology proficiency testing with a computer program, but they would undoubtedly also confuse a clinician receiving reports from several laboratories in the same city. The present system, designed primarily to facilitate data retrieval in proficiency testing programs, is presented as a useful channel for informing both laboratory physicians who issue reports and clinicians who read them of internationally accepted changes in bacterial taxonomy and nomenclature.
The System
The system is published in a loose-leaf manual comprising a preface, a two-page guide to 
